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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  70th  Engineer 
Battalion,  Period  Ending  30  April  1969 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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1.  section,  1,  Organizational  or  unit  Activities. 


a.  Copland 


The  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (c)(a)  continued  under  the  connond  of 
ITC  Robert  R.  O’Connell.  During  this  quieter,  the  Battalion  staff  experienced 
two  changes.  On  18  February  1969 »  Major  Robert  G  Firruri  arrived  at  the  70th 
’Tiginooro  fron  the  recently  deactivated  87th  ’Tngincor  Battalion  (const)  to  boe^ 
the  9-3 r  replacing  Major  william  J  skinner  who  went  to  U3ARV-  Lt  Steven  o  BOW( 
becane  9-4  on  1  May  1969*  replacing  cpt  David  s  Skidmore,  who  departed  the  gat 
talion  TDY  prior  to  his  DEROS.  On  25  March  1969,  lLT  Frank  fi  Earn  assured  co. 
nand  of  b  Company  fron  cpt  Paul  Isbell,  who  returned  to  OONUS  on  emergency  1: 

Lt  ipum  renains  in  command  of  b  company  at  the  end  of  this  period,  on  29  Apr* 
Cpt  John  j  Rice  jr  assumed  connsnd  of  /,  conpany  fron  cpt  Andrew  j  peavins  who 
moved  to  p  conpany  in  preparation  for  assuming  cocoxd  of  that  unit.  During  t 
quEirter,  8  officers  departed  and  5  officers  joined  the  Battalion. 

b .  personnel,  Administration,  Morale,  Discipline 

(1)  The  bntvlion  naintr.ined  ax  average  assigned  strength  of  93*0  56 
of  outnorized  0t  rand  100  Bf0  of  authorized  officers.  The  131st  Engineer  company 
(L3)  averaged  96 .0  $  authorized  3-f  and  100  $  officers. 

(a)  The  authorized  and  assigned  strength  of  tho  battalion  ;.s  of  the  end 
of  the  quarter  was  as  follows; 

authorized  ^ssigned 


Enlisted 

773 

630 

Officer 

39 

42 

(b)  The  authorized  end  assigned  strength  of  the  131st  Engineer  conpun; 
(jj'j  ;.s  of  she  end  of  the  quarter  was  as  follows; 

Authorized 

Enlisted  180 

Officer  6 


Assigned 

168 

6 


(2)  The  shortages  of  personnel  holding  critical  l!0$'s  which  existed 
last  quarter  have  boon  partially  filled  t.  is  period.  However,  critical  shortng 
still  oxist.  These  are  as  follows; 


position 

rc>s 

Grade 

Anth 

Assigned  90  pay  Loss 

gad  pdr 

12B40 

E>-6 

40 

12 

2 

snppiy  sgt 

76y40 

B-6 

5 

2 

1 

Medical  spec 

91c20 

E-6 

1 

0 

k/a 

i'cdicc.i  RCO 

91B40 

B-6 

1 

0 

n/a 

r-.t  cook 

94B20 

E-6 

5 

1 

0 

[  i i'  J  . 

z 
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(n)  The  severe  shortage  of  squad  leaders  (]<>-6)  is  only  partially  offset  by 

young  ug'^essive  &*5* s  filling  the  positions.  m<W  E“5,*vl«^^to<>i4*efl8ciry  ex¬ 
perience  for  accomplishment  of  independent  squpd  size  nissioi&i'  placed  the 

added  task  of  detailed  jobsite  technical  supervision  on  platoon  sergeants  and 
junior  conpany  officers  who  should  be  supervising  on  a  bro23ErajSfififlSl  The  com¬ 
pany  supply  sergeant  (76y40)  continues  to  be  a  critical  shortage.  If.ny  problems 
at  the  company  level  could  easily  be  eliminated  with1 the  arrive!  of  the  supply 
sergeants,  "he  medical  "CC  and  'Specialist  shortage  handicaps  the  operation  of 
the  Battalion  Aid  Station,  fho.  shortage  of .first  cooks  obviously  limits  Mess 
Operations,  Each  unit  has  an  OJT  program,  but  the  lack  of  experience  supplied 
by  the  e>*6  hampers  Mess  Hall  Operations. 

f 

(3)  The  battalion  has  not  experienced  any  major  unit  moves  during  the  poriod. 
The  tvro  platoons  of  D  conpany  located  at  Lac  Thien,  RVIT  returned 'to  the  battalioi 
base  ernp  upon  oonpletion  of  tho  project.  The  First  platoon  of  the,  509th  Engines 
Company  (kb)  was  detached  fron  this  battalion  and  attached  to  the  864th  Engineer 
battalion  on  16  Mar  oh  1969*  at  present  the  battalion  is  located  as  follows; 

(a)  camp  Jerome,  Ban  he  Thuot.  HHC,  C  Company  and  d  company. 

(b)  Hot  Rocks  Quarry;  B  Compiny  and  131st. 

(o)  Khanh  Duong;  a  Conpany.  v.  4  ; 

(4)  The  number  of  company  days  Bpent  in  tr.o tioal  noves.rjwr. er ,than  one . 

(4)  Morale  remains  fairly  high  in  the  battalion.  A  Fost  Exchange  branch 
opened  at  pomp  Jerome  on  18  April  1969 1  providing  all  personnel  vAth  both  neces¬ 
sities  end  luxury  items.  All  units  have  constructed  sea  Huts  for  vise  cs  Day 
Rooms,  providing  the  troops  with  a  plaoe  to  relax ‘during  off-duty  tino. 

(a)  Ah  average  of  18  A*iiol«  15,s  por .month  uorc  administered  fox  the  entire 

ba.ttelion.  There  were  2  summary  and  14  special  court  "tfihTaned  during 

tho  quarter.  There  were  46  requests  for  extension  of  foreign  s&c*i®®  over  tho 

•ooriod.  *;■  ; 

(b)  The  battalion  chaplain  oonduotc  protestunt  services  weekly'  at  tho  bat¬ 
talion  baso  camp  and  Rot  Hocks  Quarry,  in  addition,  he  spends  considerable 
time  visiting  tho  troops  c.t  Rhanh  Duong,  the  Quarry  and  any  outlying  project 
sites,  catholic  services  are  conducted  weekly  by  the  catholic  chaplain  from 
the  M.  .CV  Detachment  in  B;  a  He  T'-Uot. 

o.  intelligence  fnd  couter- intelligence  .  . .  ... 

(1)  During  tho  quarter,  the  <^2  section  porforued  its  nission  of  collecting 
rnd  dccseuinating  intelligence,  of  being  a  repository  f  >r  all  seordt  documents 
aid  of  coordinating  oivio  action,  7TSDICAP  -'nd  PSYOPS. 

t 

(a)  intelligence  reports  are  obtained  daily  from  Dorlr.c  sector  rnd  the  23rd 
Division,  ARVH»  in  Dan  He  Thuot.  This  information  iB  dessomisated  at  evening 
Btaff  mootings,  at  tie  weekly  commander* s  conforenco  and  as  the  situation  de¬ 
mands  to  tho  affeoted  unit. 

,(b)  During  tho  period,  tho  70th* s  civio  Aotion  Team,  poordinuting  with  the 
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loc<_.l  KACV  Civic  Action  jean  and  the  Area  Community  Relations  committee,  re¬ 
sisted  local  villages,  with  emphasis  placed  on  self-help.  Twenty-one  (21) 
new  v/ells  have  been  dug  and  a  snail  timber  tressel  bridge  erected  on  ia\  approach 
to  an  outlying  village.  Battalion  equipment  was  used  to  grade  over  two  (2) 
miles  of  roads  in  various  villages  throughout  the  area.  Education,'!,  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  b*-ji  Me  Thuot  rx ea  received  special  attention.  Repair  work  began 
on  a  roof  and  wall  of  i.  damaged  school,  ind  a  progrcxi  w<  s  initiated  whereby  3 
volunteers  go.  on  a  "eekly  basis,  to  a.  nearby  school  to  teach  English  to  over 
90  students.  Near  the  end  of  the  quarter,  the  battalion  became  involved  in  the 
restoration  of  an  Eiffel  3ridge  south  of  L^c  Thion.  Materials  were  purchased 
on  the  local  economy  with  VN$  50,000  supplied  by  the  18th  Engineer  Brigade  im¬ 
press  jund.  Labor  will  be  supplied  by  local  nationals,  with  technical  assis¬ 
tance  end  supervision  by  MaCV  and  the  70th  EBC. 

(c)  During  tl.ic  reporting  period,  1500  lbs  of  scrap  lumber  were  donated  to 
fire  victims  in  Bam  Mo  Thuot  and  a  total  of  400  man  da:  s  were  expended  on  civic 
Action  projects,  in  addition,  the  Battalion  MEDCAP  and  psYOP  Teams,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  local  detachment  of  the  8th  PSY0PS  Battalion,  visited  22  villages 
treated  1000  iiontagnords  distributed  1000  pounds  of  soap,  candy  md  clothes. 
During  all  visits  to  villages,  the  yiP  and  chieu  Hoi  program  was  stressed. 


d.  Logistics 

(1)  During  the  period,  the  battalion  operated  two  water  points.  One  water 
point  operates  at  Hot  Rocks  quarry  and  supplies  potable  water  for  B  company, 
131st  Engineer  Company  (LE),  local  MACV  Terns  and  the  ARVN  8th  Qav.  Regiment. 

A  tot.,1  of  301,000  gallons  of  potable  water  were  produced  during  the  quarter. 
The  second  water  point  is  operated  at  Khanh  Duong,  rvn,  and  supplies  company 
70th  Engineers,  6l0th  Engineer  company  (csP,  D  Company  864th  jjigineers  end  the 
local  MACV  Toon.  This  water  point  produced  890,000  gallons  of  potable  water* 


(2)  The  battalion  experienced  several  critical  shortages  of  equipment. 
These  short.  ge3  arej 


Nomenclature 

Distributor,  Bituminous  Tk  Mtd 
Generator  3  KV  AC 
Generator  3  KW  DC 
Generator  5  KW  AC 
Grader,  Road,  utzd 
Saw,  chain 
Truck,  5  tor.  Dump 
Truck,  perk  Lift 

Tank  and  pump  unit  Li<L»  Disp.  Tk  Mtd 


tuth  pn/nand  short 


1 

13 

2 

2 

4 

12 

55 

1 

6 


0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

38 

0 

O 


1 

10 

2 

2 

3 

9 

17 

1 
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(3)  Tonnago  end  typo  of  aircraft  used  during  this  quarter  for  supply  end 
transportation  of  equipment  are  as  follows. 


Aircraft 

Tonnage 

UK- ID  Huey 

CJJ-47  Chinook 

10,5 

:~54  Plying  crano 

12.0 

C-7a  caribou 

3.0 

C-130  Hercules 

12.0 

o.  plans,  Operations  and  Training 

(1)  puring  the  period  1  February  1969  to  30  April  19&9  tho  70th  Engineer 
Battalion  (c)(a)  perfomed  its  mission  which  wa.s  tos 

(a)  command  assigned  and  attached  units 

(b)  plan  and  coordinate  operations  of  units  assignod  or  attached  to  tho 
battalion*. 

(c)  provide  non-divisional  engineer  support  required  for  tactical  operations 
in  tho  battalion  area  of  responsibility. 

(d)  actively  maintain  a  perimeter  defense  at  all  base  camp  and  job  sites 
occupied  by  the  battalion  or  subordinate  units,  and  to  defend  assigned  perimeters 
against  enemy  attack. 

(2)  operational  support 

A  coppany 

(a)  Due  to  ivs  isolated  location,  A  Company  was  actively  involved  in  de¬ 
fensive  measures.  Daily  ninosveeps  were  conducted  on  the  access  road  from  the 
base  camp  to  QL21.  To  date,  no  nic.or  have  beon  found  and  there  havo  boon 

nc  nihir.,;  incidents,  continual  effort  was  devoted '.to  tho  base  camp  perimotor. 
Three  row3  of  triple  standard  concertina  and  a  double  apron  fence  were  erected 
on  a  company' a  perimeter.  An  outpost  bunker  (8x12)  was  built  on  a  nearby  hill} 
wire  was  erected  around  it  and  tied  into  the  main  perimeter. 

(b)  A°tive  pertoling  wr.s  conducted  through  the  period,  periodically,  seven 
nan  rcoonnaisance  patrols  were  sent  out  to  provide  information  about  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area,  and  to  search  for  any  signs  uf  enemy  activity,  pi  addition,  two 
all-day  search  and  destroy  operations  vero  conducuod  jointly  with  tho  MAC V  De¬ 
tachment  in  Khanh  Duong,  sevora.l  joint  night  ambushes  were  also  conducted, 
all  with  negative  results. 


B  company 

in  l..tc  February  1969,  the  5th  Battalion  of  tho  22nd  Artillery  Regiment  moved 
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ffcon  pleiku  to  Ban  M®  Thuot.  on  3  Mr-rcfc  1969 ,  B  Company  was  tasked  to  provide 
minimum  ossontiiil  requirements  (mER)  construction  support,  construction  in¬ 
cluded  r.  ness  hull  slab;  2  each  4-hol®  and  one  ouch  2-holo  latrines}  one  oaoh 
2  hoad,  one  each  4  head  and  one  oach  8  head  shower}  rnd  two  water  towers. 

C  coqpany 

(n)  or  30  January  19^9 >  C  Company  was  assigned  the  mission  of  constructing 
a.  39X74  foot  underground  emergency  medical  facility  complete  with  surgical  and 
X-ray  rooms,  laboratory  ajid  patient  classification  area  and  electrical  and 
plumbing  systems.  The  design  ;colled  for  a  reinforced  concrete  floor;  49  timber 
columns;  11  onch  40  ft  long-12  inch  vide' steel  .p.ojige  caps;  8x12  inch  stringers 
with  3  inch  roofing.  Tho  walls  wdrq^ ranch  material,  and  the  entire  structure 
was  waterproofed  with  t-17  membrane.  jpccnva;iion  began  on  30  January  and  the  of¬ 
ficial  opening  was  hold  on  24  March.  Additional  work  was  done  on  landscaping 
•nd  modification  of  tho  entrance  to  weatherproof  it.  A  total  of  11,526  manhour r: 
and  1776  equipment  hours  were  expended  on  tho  project. 

(b)  a  project  to  build  FAC  Revetments  which  was  underway  at  tho  end  of  lust 
period  was  completed  12  pobruury.  '/ark  this  period  consisted  of  erecting  420 
square  feet  of  118/.I  revetments,  filling  revetments  with  15  cubic  yards  of  fill 
and  penoprining  the  top  of  the  revetments  to  stabilize  exposed  fill,  a  total 
of  310  manhours  and  94  equipment  hours  wore  utilizod  this  period. 

(c)  a  taxi  way  for  0-2  aircraft  which  was  started  1;  st  quarter  wa.3  completed 
thjs  poriod  on  22  March  1969*  Tho  t.  xiway  was  surfaced  with  a  single  surface 
treatment  utilizing  8000  gallons  of  RC-3>  200  cubic  yards  of  3/4"(-)  rock  and 
60  oubic  yards  of  sand. 

(d)  on  3  Mar oh  1969,  C  Company  began  a  project  to  eroct  revetments  and  pro¬ 
tective  berms  around  an  ABVN  govomment-owned  Radio  tower  and  transmitting 
buildine  in  Ban  mo  Thuot.  550  cubic  yards  of  fill  were  ha.ulod  to  placo  berms 
around  the  tower  base  rnd  inchor  oablo  tiedowns  boforo  the  project  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  D  company  on  9  March  1969. 

(e)  construction  by  the  Vietnamese  Government  cause  tho  existing  taxiway 
at  the  Am  mo  Thuot-Ea.se  airfield  to  bo  olosod  to  traffic.  To  allow  aircraft 
access  to  the  parking  ..pron,  C  Company,  in  conjunction  with  the  131st  Enginoer 
Company  (LE)»  expended  an  existing  dirt  road  into  a  80x600  foot  access  ramp. 

The  t; .xiway  was  shaped,  compacted  ;nd  surfaced  vdth  rc-3*  Tho  widoning  of  the 
existing  dirt  road  nooossitr.ted  the  relocation  of  two  oxisting  jp-4  bladder 
boms.  Tho  relooation  wr.s  accomplished  using  dozers  and  front  loaders,  and 
the  taxi way  was  opened  to  traffic  on  9  February  1969,  6  days  after  the  start 
of  construction,  work  is  currently  undorvuy  to  apply  a  singlo  surfaco  treat¬ 
ment  to  the  taxi way  for  a  more  durablo  surfaoe, 

(f)  Tho  wearing  surfaoe  of  four  (4)  gun  pads  at  on  artillery  fire  base 
noar  3a.ii  Me  Thuot  requirod  roplacing  duo  to  wear  from  tho  tracked  vehicles. 

7,566  board  feet  of  2x12  lunbor  were  usod  to  roplaoo  tho  worn  surfaces.  This 
effort  required  a  total  of  321  manhours, 

(g)  on  22-23  /pril,  c  Company  utilized  a  grador,  a  15  wheeled  roller  and 
on  rsphr-.lt  distributor  to  repair  a  1600  ft  laterite  airstrip  at  a  MACV 
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subsector  compound  at  Buon  H°,  RVN*  Th|>  atrip  was  ba.dDy  rutted  ana  potholod, 
and  was  about  to  be  closed  to  the  light ’aircraft  that  utilize  the  * strip  daily. 

The  strip  was  gradod,"  compacted *ond  shot  with  asphalt. 

4 

(h)  a  counter-mortar  radar  unit  was  programed  to  arrive  in  Ban  KQ  Thuot 

in  pebruary;  c  Company  was  given  the  mission  to  construct  a  Jpunkor 

to  house  porsonnel  and  equipment  prior  to  the  unites  on 

4  ■February,  and  the  structure  was  completed  on  13  Febi'Crry  1°6*).'  ■  ' 

(i)  A  sewage  lagoon  was  constructed  for  tho  CCS  special  forces  in  Ban  mo 

Thuot  on  5  -  S  March  1969*  The  project  required  preparation  of  a  200x200  foot 
lagoon  .and  a  200x100  foof  lagoon,  each  formed  by  a  d7”E  ? V  The 

barns  and  bottom  were  compacted  using  stheopsfoot  rollers.  Ah  entrenching  ma- 
cldne  was  used  to  bury  the  required  pipe  line.  Effort  required  was  350  manhours 
and  110  equipment  hours.  j  , 

(j)  work  is  currently  underway  to  construct  a  two-lane,  all  weather  road 
from  tho  jan  Me  Thuot,  LSA  to  qj,21.  work  began  on  12  April,  end  con^iste,  to 
date,  of  ditching  plus  the  installation  of  nine  culverts  with  headwells. 

♦  ' 

(k)  Tho’project  to  rehabilitate  the  Ban  Me  Thuot  ASP,  begun  last  quarto r> 
continued  through  this  reporting  period.  Tho  scope  of  the  project  was  .increased 
to  include  a  90x90  foot  classification  pad  and  the  ppjfcading  of-'  bjv  <fed»efting 

1000  meter  •unsur faced  road  to  a  two-lane,  all-weather  road.  Tho  scopo  includfif  * 
ditching,  rad  the  application  of  an  asphalt  macadam  surface.  Drainage  was  im¬ 
proved  by  extensive  ditching  and  the  installation  of  six  multi-pipe  culverts 
consisting  of  two  18  inch,  culverts  each.  '  Tho  road  has  beap  comploted;  all  that 
remains  to  ±he  entire  project  is  a  slight  amount  of  finish  wor£  on  the  drainage 
system  within  the  ASP,  and  on  the  bumper  system  within  the  ammunition  cells. 

•  4 

(l)  The  problems  of  dust  control  remained  this  quarter,  necessitating  a 
continuation  of  tho  control  program  initiated  in  November 'i960,  c,t  the  end  of 
the  nonsoon  season,  Tho  area  cpverod  under  this  program  consists  of  tho  rood 
network,  hookout  and  holipads,  and  parking  aprons  at  the  Ban  Me  Thuot  East  air¬ 
field,  plus  the  heliport  at  CCJS  Special  forces.  The  unit  axofis  af  5/22  Artil¬ 
lery  and  70th  En^ineor  Battalion  are  also  included.  During  the  quarter,  226,200 
gallons  of  peneprine  were  utilized. 

(m)  Twico  during  tho  quarter,  c  Company  rospondod  to  request  from  the  5/22 
Artillery  to  help  propr.re  fire  basos.  on  8  April  1969>  a  D7-E  dozor,  with 
lowboy  and  operators,  was  moved  with  artillory  elemonts  to  a  position  14  KM 
vost  of  Ban  Mo  Thuct  to  preprre  emplacements  for  two  guns'  and  i  jdc»  Fewer 
than  20  hours  were  required  to  prepare  defensive  positions  n*d  navs. the  fire 
base  fully  protected, 

(n)  on  27  April  1969,  10  non  .-nd  ono  officer  were  alerted  for  c  mission 
to  oloar  a  fire  baso.  The  men  and  equipment  were  airlifted  to  the  site  by 
helicopter  -af tor  the  site  was  securod  by  a  150  non  CIDG  company.  Ah  oroa  300 
motors  in  diameter,  containing  approximately  100  trees  (2-8  feot  in  dionotor) 
and  heavy  bonboocover,  was  cloarod.  The  mission  was  completed  on  29  April, 

..nd  the  porsonnel  were  extracted  by  helicopter. 
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D  Company 

(a)  Early  in  March,  d  company  assumed  the  mission,  started  by  c  company, 
cf  constructing  revetments  for  protection  of  tho  transmitter  and  generator 
buildings  of  the  pan  Me  Thuot  Radio  station.  Th°  design  called  for  standard 
aircraft  rovetnonts;  13  were  12  foot  high,  and!3  were  extended  to  a  height  of 
20  feet.  The  extension  was  accomplished  by  framing  ifiu 1  matting  to  tho  top 
of  the  standard  revetments,  The  project  vps  completed  cn  1  April  1969. 

(b)  Tho  450  foot  extension  of  an  m-6  airfield  at  Lac  Talon,  RVN  was  completed 
this  qua '.'tor,  Tho  oast  end  of  tho  strip  was  cleared  of  brush,  ditched  rnd  shaped. 
A  transition  from  tho  m-8  to  the  un surfaced  portion  of  tho  runvey  was  accomplished 
with  a  60x12  foot  reinferoed  concroto  patch.  Tho  project  wt.b  coj  pletod  on  7 
•pr:l  1969. 

(3)  p.aso  camp  Construction 


A  Company 


A  company  completed  construction  of  their  base  c;xip  this  quartor.  construct 
tion  included;  6  oach  20x40  foot  and  6  oaoh  20x30  foot  living/fighting  bunkers; 
6  oe.ch  16x32  foot  SEA  Ruts  usod  as  orderly  room,  day  room,  supply  room  and  ness 
hall;  a  20x50  foot  mintonnncG  sK>p;  and  a  12x24  foot  company  TOC.  continuous 
effort  was  devoted,  when  r.v.-.ilabio,  to  inoicnsing  the  effectiveness  of  tho  units 
defensive  perimeter. 


BConpcny 


(a)  B  Company  wr.s  given  the  mission  of  constructing  10  SEA  Huts  for  tho 
Ban  Mo  Thuot  LSA  on  4  March  1969.  AS  of  30  April,  all  10  concroto  pads  wore 
aourod,  8  of  the  buildings  were  cor.plctod,  and  the  last  two  SEA  Huts  were  near 
completion. 

(b)  in  oonjunotion  with  the  Ban  Mo  Thuot  LSA  project,  b  Company  providod 
c  ntinuous  technical  assistance  and  supervision  to  tho  solf-holp  effort  of 

.  e.  a  ,u-  rters  Battery,  service  Battery  and  B  Buttory,  5/22  Artillery,  located 
'  t  PUT  Euet  Field.  The  total  projoct  includes  49  SEA  Huts  for  the  throe  bat¬ 
teries.  At  tho  closo  cl  tho  period,  10  SKA  Huts  voro  completed. 

(c)  B  Company  had  the  mission  of  constructing  base  camp  facilities  for 
both  thamsclvos  and  the  131st  Engincor  company  (LE)  at  not  Rocks  quarry.  During 
tho  quarter,  tho  following  wore  constructed  for  B  Company?  6  each  16x32  foot 
SK.  Ruts  for  orderly  room,  dry  room,  supply  room  and  mess  hall  md  a  20x50 

foot  naintonnneo  shop,  por  the  131st,  the  following  were  completed;  a  20x50 
foot  maintenance  shop  and  6  SKI  Huts  for  orderly  room,  supply  room  and  uos3 
hall. 


(d)  jn  preparation  fox  a  road  openingto  Duo  Lap,  to  construot  facilitios 
for  a  KACV  subsoetor  camp,  3  company  prefabricated  a  20x28  foot  modified  SEA 
Rut,  a  water  tower  and  a  8X20  foot  latrino.  a  road  opening  is  expected  early 
noxt  quarter  for  movement  of  n  squad  and  materials  to  Duo  Lap. 
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g  company  * 

(a)  on  6  February  1969,  C  Company  bogan  oonstruoting  a  20x50  foot  SEA  Hot 
structure  to*sorvo  as  a  post  Exchange  r.t  canp  jeronc..  '  construction  was  con- 
plated  on  20  psbruary  1969*  completion  of  the  structure  and  acceptance  by  Ex¬ 
change  officals  tominated  an  extensive  local  effort  to  open  a  p.x»  for  all 
nonbors  of  tho  battalion. 

(b)  The  poriod  8  to  26  April  1969  saw  the  construction  of  on  officors  club. 
The  building  wo. 3  a  typical  SEA  Hut,  and  servos  all  officers  of  the  battalion. 

(c)  During  the  quartor,  c  Company  completed  construction  of  conpany  ad¬ 
ministrative  facilities,  conpleted  were  6  SEA  Huts  (16x32  foot)  for  orderly 

rccr.»  day  roon,  supply  roon  and  ness  hall,  as  well  as  2  living/fighting  bunkers 
(12x24  feet),  a t  tho  end  of  tho  poriod,  4  additional  bunkers  and  a.  20x50  main¬ 
tenance  shop  wore  under  construction. 

D  company • 

(a)  D  Conpany  had  tho  mission  of  br.so  construction  for  hhc  as  woll  as 
thonsolvos.  par  HHC,  the  following  wore  cor.iploteds  4  SEA  Huts  (16x32  feet) 
for  ness  hall,  and  a  20x50  foot  maintenance-  shop.  At  the  ond  of  tho  poriod 
the  hhc  orderly  room,  supply  roon  and  day  rocn  ’acre  under,  construction  as  wero 

6  living/fight ing  linkers  for  HHC  troops.  -Iso  under  construction  wero  buildings 
for  s-4»  S-2,  s-3»  S-l  and  Personnel  sections  and  for  or.o  (1)  battalion  aid  • 
station. 

(b)  jn  tho  D  Conpany  aroa,  the  following  had  been  cor4plc^0d;^j6*J»gA-Eut8 

(16x32  foot)  for  orderly  roon,  day  room*  supply  room  and  jaqpsVj^jl  a  20* 

30  foot  maintenance  shop. 

(c)  pho  mission  to  construct  3  SEA  Huts  for  an  Eh/nCO  club  was  assigned 

to  d  Company,  since  tho  club  was  organized  for  nil  porsonnol  of  tho  battalion, 
each  conpany  provided  troops  to  work  with  D  Conpany.  The  club  was  conpletod 
on  22  _.j>ril  1969. 

(d)  v/ith  tho  Largo  volumes  of  SE/i  Hut  and  bunkor  construction  undor  way, 

D  Co.npany  was  teskod  to  ostablish  a  prefab  yard  using  a  Drwmlt  saw  which  was 

,-i ■. video  by  tho  589th  Bigincor  3a.tta.li0n  (const).  All  wall  panels,  ond  panels, 
roof  trussos,  and  doors  for  SEA  Huts  wore  prefabricated.  All  siding  and 
roofing  for  bunkers  wr.s  also  pr>-cut.  This  proved  to  bo  an  officiont  and  timo- 
saving  oporation  which  groatly  aided  tho  construction  projects. 

(4)  L0C  Maintenance  and  upgrading 


A  conpany 

(a.)  puling  the  night  of  23  -  24  pubruary  1969,  the  center  pier  of  c  two- 
span  bridgo  wr.s  blown  and  both  spans  dropped  into  tho  river  at  bridge-  (j,21-27. 
To  reopen  this  na.jor  DOC,  A  Company  placed  a  48"  culvert  between  the  dropped 
opens,  built  hoa.dwallo  utilizing  8x12  inch  and  3x12  inch  mat  oriel  ond  back¬ 
filled  using  blast  rock  and  selected  fill.  The  conpany  worked  all  day  and  nost 
of  tho  night  to  roopon  tho  road  on  25  February. 
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(b)  onoo  the  road  was  opened,  a  acre  pornanoni  bypass  at  0121-27  was  in¬ 
stalled  to  pomit  rerouting  of  traffic  for  work  on  a  now  bridge,  Two  36  inch 
culverts  with  ieadwalls  wore  installed  on  the  bypass,  uning  heavy  oquipnent 
and  demolitions,  the  doetroyod  bridga  was  r amoved  and  the  site  cloanod  out. 

The  old  nbutnonts  woro  loft  in  place  and  will  be  utilized  in  construction  of 
a  now  bridge. 

(c\  *  doetroyod  bridge  at  oj27.-28«4  wnal.bj'p'>csed  using  tiro  48  inch  culverts 
«Lth  hoadwaJLla.  jho  old  bridge  was  thon  removed,  and  thobciisting  abutnonts 
were  prepared  for  a  new  bridge,  poms  wer*'  erected  on  the  existing  abutnonts, 
and  concrete  was  poured  to  increase  tho  height  of  the  end  dans.  The  new  por¬ 
tions  were  tied  in  with  robar  to  the  existing  concrete,  as  of  the  end  of  the 
quarter  this  site  is  rondy  for  tho  supor structure. 

(d)  Tito  road  at  tho  twin  bridges,  QL21-29  rad  0L21-30  was  reolignod  and 
the  old  road  is  being  usod  as  a  bypass.  {£,21-29  was  prepared  this  poriod  for 
three  72  inch  culverts,  vhilo  tho  culverts  wore  being  assoublcd  and  the  concrete 
hondwall  foms  were  being  prefabricated.  ;,t  tho  end  of  this  quarter,  tho  site 
had  boon  proporod,  and  all  profabrication  was  conploted.  Excavation  for  one 
r.butncnt  was  begun  at  9L21-30. 

(o)  Throughout  tho  entire  quarter,  a  crew  was  devoted  to  pot-hole  work  on 
qL21.  sections  of  tho  road  that  could  be  overlaid  with  on  asphalt  surfaco  rc- 
ciqved  the  prinary  onphasis  for  pothole  work.  Hot  nix  fron  the  asphalt  plant 
at  Khanh  Duong  is  being  utilized  fo;:  this  purpose. 

B  conpony 

(a)  During  the  nonth  of  February,  two  bypasses  were  co:  structod  at  bridges 
QL21-36  end  OJjZJr37  usirg  two  nulti-pipo  oulverts  of  two  48  inch  culverts  with 
roinf oread  oar.orcto  hoacwalle.  -  yheea  sites  roquirod  extor.sivo  si  to  preparation 
v  d  rerouting  of  th<?  streans»  Both  bypasses,  56  foot  wido,  wero  built  to  par¬ 
ti  t  renoval  of  tho  oxisting  danegod  bridges  prior  to  row  construction. 

(b)  several  bridgos  previously  dostroyod  had  to  bo  renovod  using  heavy 

-  aipnont  and  demolitions  prior  to  initiation  of  new  construction.  Bridgos 
orked  on  included  QL21-31»  32 »  33 »  34»  36  and  37*  Bridges  J2  and  35  were  pro- 
0  -.red  for  pilos  at  tho  ond  of  tho  period.  All  pilos  for  one  abutment  r.t  bridge 
33  hr  d  been  drivon,  and  those  for  tho  sooond  abutnont  wore  being  driven. 

(c)  The  existing  bypass  at  {£,21-34,  g  triple-single  bailey  bridge,  was  fa¬ 
iling  duo  to  soouring  of  the  abutments.  The  oxisting  abutnont  was  also  too 
close  to  tho  bridge  site  to  permit  future  construction.  Appro.- chos  for  a  now 
bypass  woro  oonetructed  downotrocn  of  tho  existing  si  to  in  prop; ration  for 
orection  of  a  now  bailoy  bridge. 

(d)  B  Coirpcjiy  oohtinued  pothole  work.  They  are  now  using  hot  nix  fron  the 
asphalt  plant  at  Khonh  Duong. 


D  company 

(a)  two  bridge  sites  were  worked  on  during  tho  quarter.  Byp^sos  were 
constructed  at  qd21-38  and  38a  in  preparation  for  renoval  of  ths  existing 
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dacnged  bridgoa.  The  dcaagod  c.butuant  r.t  bridgo  38  was  ronoved  down  to  the 
footer*  which  wm  saved  for  rouso  in  the  now  bridge.  At  bridge  38a»  r-  now  site 
has  been  prepared  to  ruceivo  3-72  inch  culverts. 

(b)  soring  the  poriod,  a  pothole  repair  progrtn  was  carried  out  using  a 
cold  nix  of  ro3»  sand  and  3/4"  (f)  nok  prepared  in  the  oonpany  area  end  trans- 
portod  to  tho  si  to  in  5  ton  dunp  truoks.  The  potholes  wore  readied  with  a  jack 
homer  end  600  CIK  air  conprooror  and  tho  cold  nix  placed  and  tanpod.  This 
proved  to  be  a  vory  effective  nethod  of  patohing. 


(a)  a  quarry  and  crusher  coupler  io  operated  at  the  Hot  Rooks  location. 
During  the  roport  poriod,  tho  crusher  production  was  as  follows; 


Rook  size 
blast  rock 

3"(-) 

1  l/2«(-) 
!"(-) 
3/4"  (-) 
3/4” 


Cubic  yards  produced 

21,000 

* 

io,6oa 
.  600 
3100 

3300 

160 


l/2‘5(-)  25° 

on  23  April  production  of  3/4"(-'  wo3  discontinued  and  production  of  3/4"  aaid 
l/2"(-)  b6gan.  The  '3/4"  was  required  for  1  r  0  concrete  projects,  and  the 
l/2"(-)  vrea  roquixed  by  tho  6l0th  mgineer  coopany  (CS)  is  their  fynductL on  .of 
hot  nix  asp' alt.  a  new  quarry  site  on  higher  ground  is  being  dovoloped  foi 
ugq  during  the  nonsoons. 


(b)  considerable  effort  was  devoted  to  upgrading  QL21.  This  inolnded  cut¬ 
ting  and  filling  shouldors,  soarifying,  filling  and  ooDpr.oting  seotlans  of  the 
road  which  were  in  need  of  repair,  m  order  to  protect  scarified  sections  fron 
tho  coning  ncnoocc,  a  penetration  naondon  is  being  applied.  The  naoadrxi  oon- 
siota  of  4)'  of  ooornotod  3"(”)  whioh  is  shot  with  hot  rc-3  (2.5  gollan/yard2) 
choked  with  3/4"  (-}»  rollod  and  reahot  vith  hot  rc-3  (»5  gallon/ yard2).  a* 
tho  end  of  the  quarter*  3.9  niloo  of  roadway  and  2.9  nil as  of  ehouldero  have 
boqn  conplotod.  During  tho  period*  on  additional  9*4  nilos  of  shoulders  and 
'5,7  uiles  of  scarified  roadway  were  lifted  and  conpaotod. 


(0)  on  21  April f  paving  operations  bogan  with  asphalt  furnished  by  the 
610th  Engineer  conpary  (cs)»  paving  is  proceeding  woet  fron  bridge  QL21-24. 

Tho  operation  began  with  blade  laying  of  a  1  1/2”  levelinc  course  ovor  scari- 
fiod  and  conpaotod  areas  of  tho  road,  a  paver  was  then  nade  available  and  tho 
lift  Increased  to  2  1/2  inch  when  a  paver  is  not  available,  the  blado  lay  teob- 
niquo  will  bo  used  to  apply  a  lovoling  course  in  scarified  areas.  This  will 
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provide  a  wctn-r* _ uUrfaco  un.til  the  finish  course  can  bo  applied.  with  a 

paver.  pavenent  is  proaontly  boing.  overlsyod  with  one  2  l/2"  lift. 

course  fron  the  6lOth  Engineer  conpany  (cb)  is  being  applied  in  a  4"  lift 
in  acarifiod  arons  prior  to  paving.  At  the  end  of  the  report  period,  4 » 760 
Deters  single  lane  had  boon  paved  utilizing  2266  tone  of  asphalt. 

(5)  Civic  Action  ^  • 


g  Company 

C  conpany  participated  in  sane  civic  Action  work  during  the  period,  Q.n 
threo  Sundays,  volunteers  assisted  in  pouring  a  conorete  pad  for  a  roliof 
;-goncy«s  warohousc  in  Bon  Hc  Thuot.  personnel  also  worked  on  the  repairs  to 
a  damaged  sohool  house,  another  Sunday,  a  dozer  and  operator  worked  for  a 
local  Montagnaxd.  village  inproving  the  village' s  drainage. 

D  gonpany 

rP  Tho  village  of  Qinng-Son  Kim  had  an  access  bridge  that  could  no  longer  sup¬ 
port  vehicular  traffic .  p  gonpany  oon3tructod  a  bypass  usingMilvaged  culvert 
and  selected  backfill.  EQuipnont  worked  at  a  local  ARVU  conpound  for  several 
Sundays  clearing  area  for  a  dependent  housing  projoct.’  /.roc  for  fields  of  fire 
was  also  cleared,  and  a  defensive  bern  pushed  up. 

131st  snginoer  conpany  (LE) 

(a)  A  najor  11.CV  program  .at  the  village  of  chu  Kuk  recieved  holp  fron  the 
131st.  The  first  phase  of  thcoperation  consisted  of  di3nantling  5  hanlcts  and 
preparing  then  for  relocation  into  a  joint  community.  Engineer  equipnent  per- 
nittod*  this  phase  of  tho  operation  to  proceed  several  days  ahead  of  schedule. 

The  second  phasd  consists  of  the  actual  relocation  of  tho  people  md  their 
hbcoo.  as  of  the  ehd  of  the  quarter,  lewbeds  and  stake  and  platfom  trucks 
were  boing  furnished  to  nove  the  extrenely  long  tinbexs  connon  to  Montagnard 
long  houses.  r 

(b)  Tho  upgrading  of  a  insecure  hrnlot,  suon  Rrong  Buk,  to  a  securo  status 
was  acconplished  by  volunteers  of  tho  conpany.  one  Sunday  afternoon,  a  Massive 
effort  cleared  25  acres  for  village  expansion  and  a  50  netor  strip  for  fields 
of  fire  around  tho  hemlot.  This  incroaso  in  security  poraits  local  officials 
to  live  in  tho  village  and  to  assist  in  the  cc  n  :iic  ah1  pTliticlM  upgr.ding 
of  tho  inhabitants. 

(c)  T^e  ontrenching  nacaine  proved  extrenely  useful  ih  tho  village  of  Buon 
jet.  in  two  days,  600  foot  of  irrigation  ditches  and  2500  iGSt  of  defensive 
trenches  wore  dug  for  tho  village. 

(d)  jn  tho  hanlct  of  Buon  E>a  Yang  /,  and  3,  equipnent  and  volunteers  inprOYod 
the  defenses  of  tho  area  significantly,  over  tho  period,  seven  nilos  of  defen¬ 
sive  trenches  wore  dug,  extonsivsr fields  of  fire  cloarod,  end  bunkers  built  usin;. 
native  roaterials. 

(f)  Training 

(1)  Buring  the  p;  3t  quarter  this  battalion  devoted  two  hours  each  Sunday 
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to  mandatory  training,  Also,  on  the  si  me  day,  two  hours  were  devoted  oxclu* 
sively  to  maintenance  of  equipment.  Tine  io  allowed  on  r.  daily  basis  each 
noming  md  evening  for  no  tor  stables. 

(2)  Last  quarter,  tho  battalion  initiated  r.  Roplaconont  Training  program. 
This  program  was  actively  inplonontod  this  reporting  poriod,  so  that  all  newly 
arrived  persannol  rocioved  two  full  days  of  work  in  both  clhssroom  and  fi<-l<L 

2.  section  2,  C0Dam^r»s  observations ,  Evaluations  end  Reoonmondations/Losson 
Loomed. 


a.  ftrsonnol;  Rone 

b.  operations- 

(1)  Expedient  bypass  over  a  blown  bridge. 

(a)  observation;  when  eneny  activity  results  in  the  destruction  of  a  bri¬ 
dge  on  a  major  LOC,  tho-' construction  of  an  adjacent  bypass  would  result  in  the 
road  not  being  opened  to  traffic  for  several  days. 

(b)  Evaluation;  since  the  tine  required  to  construct  new  approaches  and 
prepare  tho  stream  bod  for  a  new  bypass  was  prohibitive,  the  destroyed  bridge 
sito  was  used,  pressure  charges  were  detonated  on  tho  dropped  spans  to  insure 
coaploto  Bottling  and  a  large  culvert  was  placed  in  the  "V"  formed  by  the  two 

sprn3.  HoaclwrUs  were  constructed  nnd  the  culvert  backfilled  to  tho  old  road 
grade  line.  Much  time  was  anvod  by  eliminating  preparation  of  approaches  and 
stream  bod. 

(c)  Recommendation;  a  LOC  nay  bo  rcoponod  to  traffic  in  a  minimum  T^unt 
of  tine  by  using  the  damaged  bridge  sito  as  a  bypass  site,  once,  tho  LOC  is 
opened  to  traffic  tino  nay  bo  spent  in  preparing  a  deliberate  bypass  to  allow 
rerouting  of  traffic  so  that  the  bridge  nay  be  replaced. 

(2)  Expedient  Vashintf  of  concrete  aggregate. 

(a)  observation.;  Aggregate  available  for  cancreto  slabs  contained  large 
i;u  . ntitics  of  orgrnio  material  an d  cloy  fines. 

(b)  Evaluation;  There  was  no  equipment  available  to  wash  the  contaminated 
r.ggr ogeta.  since  only  a  snail  mount  was  requirod  for  the  particular  job,  it 
was  inprr.atioal  to  fabrioate  a  largo  wash  plant,  a  1/4  ton  trailer  was  loaded 
with  rook  and  fillod  with  water.  Raising  and  lowering  tho  tongue  agitated  tho 
water  sufficiently  to  ronovo  the  p.articlos  of  organic  rr  ttor  and  clay.  The 
water  was  then  dreinod  through  the  drain  plug  and  tho  cycle  cm  be  repeated  as 
often  as  required. 

(0)  Roconnondction*,  J"r  snail  quantities  of  aggregate,  a  1/4  ton  trailor 
3hould  be  used  as  an  oxpodient  aggrogato  washing  apparatus. 

(3<)  setting  of  posts  in  concr-to  without  anchor  bolts. 

(r.)  obsorvationi  While  preparing  to  pour  tho  slab  for  a  mr.intenanoe  shop 
:  t  w;.  0  found  that  r.nchorbclts  were  not  cvcili.blo  for  placing  into  tho  con- 
»rcto  fer  framing  tho  columns. 
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(b)  Evaluation:  A  piece  of  corap  lumber  having  the  sane  dinonsions  tie 
tho  column  was  oiled  end  placed  into  the  fresh  concrete  to  a  depth  of  5  inches 
at  tho  location  of  the  column.  The  piece  of  lumber  wr.8  removed  ,just  prior  to 
complote  hardening  of  the  concrete  leaving  a  koy  in  which  the  colur.»  w-e  sot 
during  vertical  construction. 

(c)  Recommendation;  A  shortage  of  anchor  bolts  need  not  bo  an  obstacle 
to  light  construction.  /  wey  nag  be  using  scrap  ratcrir.1  tho  oar.c  dimension 
as  the  proposed  column. 

(4)  Blade  laying  asphr.lt  with  a  grader 

(a)  observation:  when  laying  asphalt  with  tho  blade  of  a  grader  it  «<ib 
found  that  the  hot  nix  flowed  around  tho  ends  of  the  blade  croating  cadditional 
work. 

(b)  Evaluation;  a  set  of  wings  was  fabricated  and  attached  perpendicular 
to  tho  blade  in  place  of  the  end  bits.  The  wings  oxtended  2  inches  below  the 
cutting  edge  of  the  blado  and  1  l/2  feet  to  the  front,  skids  were  welded  to 
the  bottom  of  tho  wings.  Rot  nix  wa3  spread  in  an  8-10  inch  lift  from  5  ton 
dump  trucks.  The  grader  blade  was  positioned  perpendicular  to  the  direction 
of  travel  with  the  skid,  resting  on  th3  br>pe  course,  .as  tho  grader  moved  for¬ 
ward.  over  the  S-10  inch  lift  of  hot-nix*  the  grader  cutting  edge,  being  2  inches 
above  tho  skids,  formed  a  two  inch  lift  of  hot-nix. 

(c)  Recommendation;  whonevor  paving  machines  are  net  available  and  asphalt 
must  be  laid  with  a  grader,  wings  with  skids  should  bo  fabricated  and  used  to 
control  the  depth  of  the  lift  as  well  as  to  eliminate  spillage  around  the  ends 
of  the  grader  blado.  (seo  Ihcl  2) 

(5)  Use  of  a  front  loader  when  pouring  many  snail  pads 

(a)  observation:  I'rtion  many  concrete  slabs  had  to  bo  poured  for  the  Head¬ 
quarters  company  and  Battalion  CF  areas,  it  was  tine  consuming  to  move  the 
163  mixer  and  oggroato  from  pad  to  pad, 

(b)  Evaluation;  A  central  area  was  selected  for  the  16s  and  aggreate  tc 

-  pomennntly  located,  a  2  l/2  cu  yd  front  loader  was  used  to  transport  the 
fresh  concrete  from  mixer  to  slab.  The  concrete  was  plaood  by  oponing  the 
clan  on  the  scoop. 

(c)  Recommendation;  whenever  numerous  pads  must  be  poured  with  a  16s 
nixer  in  the  same  general  area.,  a  centrally  located  batching  sito  should  be 
selectee  and  tho  fresh  concrete  carried  from  tho  mixer  to  the  pad  in  a  front 
loader. 


(6)  shortage  of  Jong  lengths  of  one  inch  material  for  gEA  Hut  siding 

(;.)  observation;  it  happoned  that  the  only  one  inch  thick  lumber  avail  blc 
for  siding  of  SEA  Huts  was  1x6  inch,  in  6  foot  lengths,  since  the  studs  on 
the  prefabricated  wall  panels  wore  4  foot  apart,  this  6  foot  length  of  siding 
could  not  be  used  without  a  JO  <f0  wa3to. 
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(b)  Evaluation;  it  was  found  that  be  placing  the  6  foot  lengths  vertically 
with  a  girt  6  foot  above  the  floor*  complete  use  could  be  made  of  i„e  short 
lengths,  when  10  foot  lengths  became  available,  they  were  cut  in  half  to  pro¬ 
duce  5  foot  lengths;  this  is  applicable  to  all  increEent3  of  5  end  6  feet. 

The  girt  was  then  placed  at  5  feet  above  the  floor  for  nailing,  it  was  also 
found  that  by  plaoing  the  vertical  1x6  siding  on  9  inch  Centers  a  4  inch  gap 
resulted  and  a  very  decorative  pattern  was  developed.  This  pattern  also  proved 
to  be  very  watertight. 

(c)  Reooumendetions:  when  the  one  inch  material  to  be  used  as  siding  ia 
available  only  in  multiples  of  5  or  6  feet,  the  long  pieces  should  be  cut  into 
5  or  6  foot  lengths  and  used  vertically. 

(7)  Damage  to  Asphalt  Distributor  spreader  Bars 

(a)  observations  It  was  found  that  often  when  an  asphalt  distributor  was 
driven  in  excess  of  five  miles  to  a  work  site,  damage  accured  to  the  spray  bare, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  solution  was  to  haul  the  distributor  from  base  camp 
to  work  site  on  a  lovbod.  The  shortage  of  repair  parts  and  the  critical  need 
for  distributors  justified  the  uoo  cf  a  lowbed. 

(c)  Recommendation:  whenever  an  asphalt  distributor  must  be  driven  more 
then  5  miles  to  a  work  site,  it  should  be  transported  on  a  lowbed  to  prevent 
damage  to  the  spray  bars. 

0.  Training*  Rone 

d.  intelligence:  Rone 

o.  Logistics-.  Rone 

f.  organization:  Rone 

g.  othor;  Rone 
vV.  T.Lj  JCriOIDSR: 
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EGA-CO  (30  April  69)  1st  Ini 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (Cbt)  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

DA,  Headquarters,  35th  Engineer  Group  (Const),  APO  96312,  26  May  1969 

TO:  Commanding  General,  18th  Engineer  Brigade,  APO  96377 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Re port -Lessons  Learned 
for  the  70th  Engineer  Battalion  (Cbt)  for  the  quarterly  period  ending 

30  April  1969.  The  report  is  an  excellent  summary  of  the  battalion's 
activities  for  the  reporting  period. 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  remarks  of  the  Battalion  Commander 
with  the  following  additional  comments: 

a.  In  reference  to  paragraph  l.b.(2),  the  lack  of  qualified  E-6 
squad  leaders  (1I0S  12BiiO)  places  a  heavy  burden  on  platoon  sergeants  and 
platoon  leaders  to  provide  adequate  supervision,  control,  and  training  to 
the  men.  The  use  of  E-$s  partially  offsets  the  shortage;  however,  when 
on  isolated  project  sites,  the  E-5s  are  unable  to  continuously  achieve 
high  quality  and  efficient  work  due  to  lack  of  experience  and  troop  lead¬ 
ing  capability.  It  is  recommended  appropriate  commands  attempt  to  reduce 
this  problem  by  programming  additional  E-6  squad  leaders  (MOS  1281*0)  into 
the  command. 

b.  In  reference  to  paragraph  2.b.(I*),  and  inclosure  2,  the  use  of 
blade  laying  asphalt  is  often  used  in  Vietnam  to  establish  leveling  courses 
in  ICC  construction.  The  addition  of  the  wings  on  the  grader  blade  has 
given  results  with  hot  mix  asphalt  that  are  nearly  equivalent  to  machine 
paving.  With  experienced  operators  good  alignment,  smooth  and  straight 
pave nunt  edges,  and  uniform  thickness  can  be  achieved.  When  paving  ma¬ 
chines  are  not  available,  adequate  paving  results  with  the  blade  laid 
method  can  be  achieved. 


Commanding 


.19 UC-bC  (30  April  69}  2nd  Ind 

.  uJlOT:  eye rational  Leport  of  the  70th  uipineer  battalion  (Go. bat)  for 
the  i cried  ending  30  April  1969,  ilCS  C5FOL-65  (hi) 


Du,  l.eexUj.x.xtoro,  loth  Engineer  Brigade,  Ale  96377  1  3  JUN  1369 
To:  Oa.i.e..iiiin£  General,  t.G.  Army  Vietnam,  AAus  aViMC-DwT,  aK  36.1/3 


1.  a  hi  a  hci-id^. alters  has  reviewed  the  cperaticnal  ..e./ert  -  i_e.ee.ie 
-esrued  for  the  70th  engineer  Battalion  (Coeibat)  as  i; d orsed  by  the 
33th  bnyineer  Group  (Conetrueticn) .  The  report  in  considexed  to  be 
an  e;.cexlent  account  of  the  battalion's  activities  for  one  report j'n.r; 
period. 


2.  Thin  headquarters  concurs  t/ith  the  observations  and  reco: .  endationn 
of  the  battalion  and  Group  Comjianriers,  oath  the  foliating  co;.nents 
added : 


Uefor-nce:  Section  I,  Paragraph  b(2).  ail  l.UiC's  have  ’  oen  reported 
to  ixr  d  ;  artci  s,  13.A.V,  on  the  lersom.oi  Inventory  he*,  cuts  a. id  at  ...reflate 
requisitions  have  been  submitted,  rased  on  previous  experience,  a...l 
ehoi uages  except  tiiose  in  .  obC's  12b  ana  76Y  shouxd  soon  be  eli  iiv .ted. 
..eJG's  12b  and  76Y  axe  AH-.yMd.de  shortages,  and  no  relief  is  cx;  acted, 
in  the  near  future. 


GO,  a_»th  bngr  Gp 
Go,  70th  ..nyr  bn 
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AVHQC-D3T  (30  Apr  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  70th  Sigineer  Battalion  (C)(A)  for  period 
ending  30  April  1969,  ECS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  AMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Praneiaoo  96375  9  JUL1969 

TO:  Coaunder  in  Chief,  United  States  A ray,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters,  70th 
Engineer  Battalion. 

2.  Reference  item  concerning  "The  severe  shortage  of  squad  leaders  (E-6)," 

(M03  12B4Q),  section  I,  page  2,  paragraph  b(2)  and  paragraph  2a,  1st 
Indorsement;  concur.  Reoords,  this  headquarters  reveal  the  18th  Sagineer 
Brigade  ie  currently  at  1*2.6%  of  ite  authorised  strength  in  MOS  12BA0 
compared  to  a  USARV  average  of  1*1.1%.  Action  on  thie  recosmmndatian  will 
be  required  by  HQ,  DA, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fura: 

70th  Ihgr  Bn 
18th  Ihgr  Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (30  Apr  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  70th  Engineer  Battalion, 
(Cbt)  (A:  i-ty)  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS 
CSFOR-6;*  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  31  JUL  69 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forward¬ 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


D.  A.  TUCKER 
CPT.  AGC 
ASST  AG 
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